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VoL. XXVIII. 


PRACTITIONERS AND EXPERTS. 


At the meeting of the Central Veterinary Society 
which we reported last week, Mr. J. D. Fulton 
communicated a series of peculiar deaths in cattle. 
One was certainly an atypical case of black- 
quarter ; the others were not definitely diagnosed, 
but it seems at least very possible that they were of 
the same nature. This naturally suggests the 

ibility that atypical cases of black-quarter may 
more common than we suppose. 

There is nothing improbablein such a supposition. 
Thanks to our improved methods of diagnosis, we 
now know that many specific diseases appear under 
atypical forms much more frequently than we once 
realised. Again, typical black quarter is so well 
known and so easily recognised that practitioners 
may well be excused for not suspecting the disease 
unless they see the classic symptoms. Other 
reasons, such as the observations of some prac- 
titioners upon the age-incidence of black-quarter, 
and the controversy which arose a few years ago 
regarding the temperatures met with in it, suggest 
that the accounts of the disease given in text- 
books are not yet wholly satisfactory. Black- 
quarter resembles most unscheduled diseases, and 
even one or two scheduled ones, in this respect— 
that it illustrates the need for a closer collaboration 
between the clinician in the field and the specialist. 

Perhaps the history of Johne's disease illustrates 
that need best. Johne's disease was first recog- 
nised in England less than ten years ago. It had 
certainly been prevalent here long before that; and, 
when it was first described to English clinicians, 
many were able to assert confidently that they had 
already seen it in practice. They had regarded 
their cases as being parasitic or tuberculous, though 
they had recognised some features which did not 
quite support either diagnosis. A -more frequent 
collaboration between practitioners and patholo- 
= might have enabled Johne’s disease to have 

n differentiated long before, and so have saved 
much loss to stockowners. It was by such collab- 
oration that the disease was discovered on the Con- 
tinent; and, to judge from its wide distribution, it 
certainly might have been discovered earlier. 

Very many practitioners are unable to call in an 
expert to assist on the spot. But most practioners 
can make post-mortem examinations more fre- 
quently and more carefully than they now do, and 
can forward tissues and reports to an expert. Veter- 
inary knowledge has been greatly advanced by this 
method; but, when we remember how compara- 
tively few practitioners follow it to any extent, we 
must admit that much more progress is possible. 


URETHRAL OBSTRUCTION IN A FOAL. 


The following case may be of interest :— 

In May, 1914, I was called to a valuable Shire 
foal five weeks old, stated to be making unsuccess- 
ful efforts to stale. 

I found him to be as described, and very uneasy. 
An obstruction could be felt indistinctly in the 
urethra just above the scrotum. A large sized 
dog’s catheter was introduced, and passed freely 
for about eight inches, when it was completely 
arrested. On withdrawal, material of a cheesy 
consistence adhered to the end. 

After several vain attempts to push through or 
move the obstruction, the urgent need of an opera- 
tion was impressed upon the owner, but to this he 
strongly objected, in spite of assurances that the 
case was critical. Finally, by persevering, the 
catheter was felt to pass the obstruction, when a 
slight flow of urine followed, possibly half-a-pint. 
On withdrawing the catheter, a slight quantity was 
passed voluntarily, but soon ceased. However, 
some relief was obtained. 

A difficulty lay in obtaining a catheter of small 
calibre, but of sufficient length to enter the bladder, 
which was evidently greatly distended. The owner 
was instructed how to pass the instrument, with 
due precautions as to cleanliness: the process to 
be repeated at frequent intervals during the night, 
and a message sent at once if unsuccessful. Seda- 
tive medicine was left in hope that it would some- 
what relax muscular contraction. 

On visiting early next morning | was informed 
that the foal had been fairly comfortable during the 
night, and that slight success had each time at- 
tended the passing of the catheter until an hour 
previous, when there was no result, and pain had 
since rapidly increased. When I saw him he was 
in agony. It was evident that the bladder was 
distended to bursting point, and that relief had to 
be immediate. Being now given a free hand, some 
Codrenine was injected below the ischial arch, and 
urethrotomy performed. A gush of urine immed- 
iately escaped, but unfortunately the foal now 
strained severely. The flow suddenly ceased—my 
fears that the bladder would rupture were realised. 
He died shortly afterwards. 

I made a post-mortem examination and found 
the obstruction—calculus, if it may be so termed, 
about the size and shape of a pigeon’s egg, firmly 
lodged in the urethra. It was of cheesy consistency, 
and appeared to be composed of inspissated mucus. 
Bladder empty—huge rent, while mucous membrane 
was covered, particularly on the lower surface, by a 
very thick mucous deposit, slightly gritty to the 
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touch, flakes of which had broken away, and lay 
loose on the surface. Accumulation and cohesion 
of some of these had formed the obstruction. 
Kidneys—slight nephritis. Other organs healthy. 

At first I was at a loss to account for the con- 
dition, especially the gritty feel of the deposit. 
Umbilical infection causing mild cystitis was a 
natural deduction, although at no time previous 
had there been any navel trouble nor had he shown 
the slightest sign of pervious urachus. As he had 
not commenced to eat, I thought possibly that the 
mare’s milk might have a bearing on the matter. 
This directly gave another clue, which may be worth 
noting. 

The previous winter, I attended the mare for an 
acute attack of articular rheumatism, involving hip, 
hock, and knees. She became sound, and her usual 
work was resumed. Later on intermittent hip 
lameness occurred which was particularly notice- 
able during cold, inclement weather. a 
liniments, salines, and rest, had always the desir 
effect. In addition, as a preventative, she was 
spared as much as possible during adverse weather 
conditions. 

Is it therefore possible that all this time the 
mare’s blood was heavily charged with uric acid 
and its derivatives, which being transmitted by the 
milk to the foal, irritated the kidneys and bladder 
and caused the recorded results ? 

I am sorry that I missed the opportunity of hav- 
ing the milk and deposit examined, which in view 
of this hypothesis would have been interesting. 


C. W. CARTWRIGHT, M.R.C.V.S. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


ARSENICAL PREPARATIONS IN THE TREATMENT OF 
Equine PectroraL INFLUENZA. 


Reimers has published a new series of experiences 
in the treatment of equine pectoral influenza with 
neo-salvarsan. Eighty-three patients, some of 
them seriously affected, were treated. Only one 
died during treatment, and in this case the treat- 
ment had been commenced too late. 

The neo-salvarsan was used in doses of 44 and 
of 3 grammes, which were mixed respectively with 


- 120 grammes, and with 100 grammes of a sterile 


0.4% solution of Sodium chloride, and administered 
by intravenous injection. No lesions caused by the 
injection were ever observed. 

Other similar preparations (atoxyl, plasmarin, 
and —— id not give such good results. 
The author concludes that neo-salvarsan is actually 
the best remedy for pectoral influenza, and that it 
gives 100 % of recoveries when adopted in time.— 
(La Clinica Veterinaria). 

Tue Diacnosis or GLANDERS IN Mav. 

Goldmeister and Jahn have published a contri- 
bution to this question. Cases of glanderous in- 
fection in man are, fortunately, fairly rare. In 
Prussia, for example, from 1907 to 1912, only six- 
teen cases were reported, ten of which terminated 


fatally. Transmission to man is generally effected 
by a glandered horse; and the infected man may 
then in turn beome a source of contagion. 

In man, as in animals, two forms of glanders 
are distinguished—one acute and the other chronic. 
The clinical diagnosis, supported by the history, 
offers little security; and it should therefore be 
completed by bacteriological examinaticn of the 
pus or of the nasal mucus, and by the serological 
test. 

The direct isolation of the glanders bacilli from 
the pus of the abscesses or from the nasal mucus 
hardly ever succeeds, since the material is contamin- 
ated with many other species of bacteria. Recourse 
is therefore had to the endoperitoneal injection 
of suspected pus into male guinea-pigs. If the 
material is glanderous, the injection is followed by 
swelling of the testicles, and in that case the diag- 
nosis is established by the culture of the specific 
germ from the scrotal pus. 

The serological methods, which are in current 
use in veterinary practice, have hardly ever been 
adopted to diagnose glanders in man. For that 
reason, the authors have studied their value in 
three cases of human glanders which have come 
under their observation. 

The first case was a young man of eighteen years 
old, whose right hand was injured by a kick from 
a horse. At first, the hand alone was greatly 
reddened and swollen. After some days, pains ap- 
peared in the articulations of all the extremities, 
with high continuous fever. Some weeks later the 
articular pains diminished; but painful swellings 
appeared upon the forehead, the left shoulder, and 
the right elbow. These swellings developed into 
abscesses, which discharged an abundant pus. 

The second case, which speedily terminated 
fatally, was a young groom. The infection was 
localised in the nose, with an abundant discharge, 
= and furuncles. The temperature exceeded 
104° F. 

In the third case, which terminated fatally in less 
than three days, the pustules were rapidly dissemin- 
ated into various parts of the body. Fever was 
very high, and death occurred with extreme cardiac 
debility. 

The cultural isolation of the glanders bacillus 
was attempted and successfully effected in the first 
two cases. In all three cases the serological tests 
of agglutination, fixation of the complement, and 
conglutination proved themselves to be reliable 
diagnostic methods, and the authors say that they 
should never be omitted in the accurate diagnosis 
of human glanders. As regards the agglutination 
test, they remark that an agglutination of 1 to 100 
or 1 to 200 has no value, 1 to 400 is suspicious, 
while one of 1 to 800 enables glanders to be 
diagnosed almost with certainty —(La Clinica 
Veterinaria). 

Is LeucocyTozoon ANATIS THE CAUSE OF A NEW 


Disease 1n Ducks? 


A. B. Wickware has published this note (Parasit- 
ology. 1915, June. Vol. 8, No. 1, pp. 17-21). The 
disease in question runs a rapid and fatal course, 
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about 70 per cent. of the affected birds succumbing. 
The first symptom is an impaired appetite, but the 
preliminary symptoms are not very marked. 

In some cases the birds succumb in the first 

xysm, while in others there are exacerbations 
at intervals without producing a fatal result. 

One of the attitudes taken up by the birds when 
in a comatose condition is with the head bent over 
backwards and resting on the back. If birds in 
this condition are roused they show evidence of 
intense excitement. The power of balance is lost, 
and they roll over and over, and the head is waved 
about in an extraordinary manner. In some cases 
the neck is turned completely round, the head rest- 
ing on the ground in an upright position. A fairly 
constant symptom is a purulent ophthalmia. Re- 
covered birds are very stunted in their growth. 

The causal agent of the disease has not been 
determined, but in the course of his investigations 
the author discovered a leucocytozoon which does 
not appear to have been described before, and which 
is the subject of this preliminary report. 

Parasites were found in all the diseased ducks, 
and they were present in smaller numbers in re- 
covered birds. Contact birds which showed no 
symptoms were apparently not infected with the 


anism. 
The predominant form was a spindle-shaped 
structure measuring 35 to 60 microns in length by 
10 in width. There was an elongated or i r- 


shaped nucleus, and a dark “ chromatic band” run- 
— along one border of the parasite. Further 
study 


is required to settle definitely whether the 
anism is motile. 
he only lesion found was acute hemorrhagic 
inflammation of the intestine immediately behind 
the ceca. There was constantly an increase in the 
number of eosinophile leucocytes in the blood. 

A limited number of inoculation experiments 
were carried out. In one of these two gamete 
forms were observed on the seventh day after intra- 
peritoneal inoculation with blood. In these para- 
sites the chromatic band was present, but no nucleus 
could be discovered. Three days later typical 
gametes with nuclei were found. 
persisted for a few days and then disappeared. No 
mature forms were present in the smears. White 
rats appeared to be refractory.— (Trop. - wig 


ANNUAL ADMINISTRATION REporT oF THE BomBAY y 


VETERINARY COLLEGE 

[Abridged]. 

Mr. K. Hewlett, the Principal of the College, was ab- 
sent on vacation leave and furlough for six months from 
lst May to 1st November and Mr. M. H. Sowerby, the 
Assistant Principal, acted as Principal during the latter 
three months and Mr. N. D Dhakmarvala, the Senior 
Indian Professor, acted as Assistant Principal and Mr. 
G. V. Dadhe, of the Subordinate Civil Veterinary De- 
partment, acted as Lecturer. During January mew fe 
ruary Mr. M. H. Sowerby was compelled to take leave 
on account of illness and Mr. Dhakmarvala acted for 
him and Mr. Rebello of the Glanders and Farcy Depart- 
ment acted as Second Assistant Prof 


FOR THE YEAR 1914-15. 


essor during that 


These forms | 


time. Daring March Mr. Rebello was deputed from the 
Glanders and Farcy Department to assist with College 
work owing to extra duties beiug placed upon certain 
of the College staff. 

There were 88 students’ names on the rolls at the 
commencement of the official year ; out of these 10 were 
eligible for re-examination at the Supplementary Ex- 
amination held this year towards the end of April. Of 
the 10 students eligible only 9 appeared, one having 
given up the course, and of these six passed, viz., one 
out of two in Class A, three out of four in Class B., and 
two out of three in Class C. These two having grad- 
uated left the College. Of the 86 students left, one died, 
six discontinued the course, and four were refused per- 
mission to appear for the Annual Professional Examin- 
ation on account of not having fulfilled the prescribed 
conditions. Out of the 75 who appeared 54 passed. 
In the Final year, or Class C, 19 students presented 
themselves and 13 passed: in the second year, or Class 
B, 26 presented themselves and 21 passed ; in the first 
year, or Class A, 30 students presented themselves and 
20 


n January, 1915, the commencement of the First 
Session, 60 candidates presented themselves for ad- 
mission to the College. The Principal admitted 33 to 
Class A, one to Class B, and three to ClassC. The 
remaining candidates were refused admission on account 
of educational or physical unfitness, or having failed to 
obtain scholarships did not join. There were thus 37 
new admissions. 

There were 103 students’ names on the College rolls 
in January, 1915 ; of these 37 were newly admitted, 41 
were students promoted to a higher c 21 were failed 
students, and four who had not ap for the exam- 
inations. Of the failed students six discontinued the 
course ; of the four students not permitted to ap 
= aaa of three were removed from the rolls by the 

incipal. 

Of the 37 admissions 33 were natives of the Bombay 
Presidency, one of the Central Provinces, one of the 
Punjab, one of Travancore, and one of Ceylon. Of the 
new students two had passed the First ed Arts Ex- 
amination, three had — the School Final and four 
the Matriculation. The remaining 28 students passed 
the College entrance test or were otherwise eligible for 
admission. The new students classified me teeny | to 
caste 20 were Brahmins, two Amils, two Maratas, four 
other Hindus, one Sikh, two Mahomedans, three Parsis, 
two Indian Christians and one European. This is the 
first year in which candidates havin the First 
r Arts Examination have pwnrwrr or admission. 

The monthy average of students occupying quarters 
in the hostel during the year was 74 as against 66 last 
year and 54 in the preceding year. The messing ar- 
rangements continue satisfactory. 

inical instruction of students was carried out as 
usual in the Bai Sakerbai Dinshaw Petit Hospital for 
Animals which is affiliated to this College. During 
ear 3648 inpatients and 1125 outpatients were treated, 
a total of 4773 patients. Of these 924 were equines, 
2579 bovines and 1270 others. The average daily at- 
tendance was 310. ai 

Of the 15 students who graduated in 1914, nine are in 
the service of the Government or ies, two are 
in the service of the Native States and four are as yet 
unemployed. Of the 16 students who graduated in 191 
seven are in the service of the Government or 
Bodies, four are in the service of Native States, two are 
in private practice, and three are unemployed. Of the 
21 students who qualified in 1912, 12 are in the service 
ot Government or Local Bodies, six are in the service of 
Native a toe are in private tice, and 1 is un- 
employed. Thus, out of the total of 52 graduates who 
have passed out of the College in the last three years 28 
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are in the service of Government or Local Bodies, 12 are 
in the service of Native States, four are in private prac- 
tice and eight are unemployed. Of the unemployed 
graduates some have repeatedly refused employment. 

As usual during the long vacation, a course for training 
drivers of the Supply and Transport Corps as dressers 
was held. This year 14 drivers attended the course as 
against 18 last year and 12 in the preceding year. 

This year the Post Graduate Course had to be aban- 
doned owing to the extra duties being undertaken by 
the staff. 

During the year under report the death occurred of 
Mr. V. C. Phatak, Head Clerk of the Principal’s office. 
Mr. Phatak had held this position since the College was 
first oe in 1886, and during this period he had per- 
formed his duties with care and efficiency and to the 
entire satisfaction of his superiors. By his death the 
College loses an officer of great experience in dealin 
with students and Government, a trustworthy an 
faithful servant. 

During the year under report the officers of this 
College have undertaken voluntarily certain extra 
veterinary work in order to assist as far as possible 
the Military authorities during the present crisis. In 
Bombay, during September, there was an outbreak of 
Surra among the mules of the Supply and Transport 
Corps, and 17 mules were destroyed and burned by this 
department. In Octeber and November there was an 
outbreak of Glanders among the horses of the 63rd 
Battery, Royal Field Artillery and 17th Cavalry, and 
38 animals were destroyed, post mortem examinations 
made, and the carcases burned by this department. 
These outbreaks of disease and the post mortem exam- 
inations caused a not inconsiderable amount of extra 
work to Mr. Sowerby, the Acting Principal, and the 
College staff, Mr. Hewlett, the Principal of the College, 
was on 19th November appointed Veterinary Officer to 
the Bombay Light Horse and placed in veterinary 
charge of horses on the sick list in the Parel Cavalry 
Drafts Camp and to take charge of all animals found 
unfit toembark for one of the Expeditionary Forces. 
The Executive Committee of the Society for the Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to Animals, in order to enable Mr. 
Hewlett to do this, placed the stabling in the Bai Sak- 
erbai Dinshaw Petit Hospital for Animals at his dis- 
posal, and made other adequate arrangements for the 
treatment of the ordinary cases of the Hospital. The 
Hospital authorities also assisted Mr. Hewlett by mak- 
ing arrangements for feeding the horses and supplying 
him with the necessary attendants. Mr. Hewlett, 
assisted by the College staff was continuing to do this 
work at the close of the year. In consequence of these 
arrangements 250 inpatients and 228 outpatients have 
been treated, besides the ordinary hospital cases, be- 
tween the 16th November and 3lst March. The In- 
structor of Shoeing, ex-Staff a ag Farrier Town, 
also volunteered his services and has fitted 201 sets of 
shoes to military horses at cost price of the material 


During the month of December Mr. Sowerby, who is 
an officer of the Bombay Volunteer Artillery, was called 
upon to do permanent military duty in addition to his 
own proper work. He continued to do this until, owin 
to illness, he was compelled to take leave. He rata | 
to work on 10th March, and was continuing to perform 
both his civil and military duties at the close of the 
year. Mr. Hewlett volunteered his further services 
early in January, and was appointed Embarkation 
Veterinary Officer and took over his duties as such on 
Jan 27th. He was continuing to perform these 
duties in addition to his own proper duties at the close 
of the . In consequence of the European officers of 
the College being fully occupied with the above-men- 
tioned extra duties much extra work devolved upon the 


whole Indian staff. The hospital duties were of an 
exacting nature, and those engaged in them could do 
but little else, thus throwing on to others a considerable 
amount of additional educational work. The office work 
was also greatly increased. No holidays of any kind 
have been taken by the staff, and a large proportion of 
of the students willingly gave fn § their short vacation to 
assist as dressers in the hospital. 

The Principal desires to recurd his appreciation of the 
way in which the College and clerical staff have per- 
formed their duties. All have worked very well, and 
have carried out their extra duties cheerfully and 
efficiently. 


K. HEWLETT, 1.C.V.D., 
Principal, Bomba: 


y Veterinary College. 


The covering letter by G. F. Keatincs, Esquire, 
— 1.c.s., Director of Agriculture, contains the fol- 
owing passage :— 

“The report indicates a good year’s work, including 
the additional duties undertaken by a staff which can 
barely be considered sufficient for its ordinary work.’ 


ULCERS NEW AND OLD: JEJUNAL FOR 
DUODENAL ULCERS. 


The following excerpts are from the very interestin 
Hunterian Lecture, delivered at the Royal College of 
Surgeons, February 4th, by Sir John Bland-Sutton, 
F.R.C.8, LL.D., Surgeon to the Middlesex Hospital, and 
reported in the Brit: Med: Jour: of Feb. 19. 


“It is the common opinion that the duodenal ulcer is 
caused by the impinging of acid chyme ejected through 
the pylorus on to the wall of the duodenum. The fea- 
tures surrounding the origin of a jejunal ulcer following 
gastro-jejunostomy seem to support the percussion 
theory, but so far the discussions on the mode of origin 
of gastric and duodenal ulcers pay but little regard to 
the influence of bacterial action. Most of us believe the 
stomach to be amicrobic as a as it can expel its con- 
tents, but observations on the fluid found in the abdo- 
minal cavity of patients with perforated gastric and 
duodenal ulcers prove that it often swarms with patho- 
genic micro-erganisms, especially streptococci. These 
are introduced with food, especially milk, wittily de- 
scribed as ‘our most polluted article of diet.’ 

It is noteworthy that a jejunal ulcer is rarely seen as 
a sequel to gastro-jejunostomy performed for the relief 
of cancer of the stomach. This may be explained on 
the ground that such patients rarely survive the opera- 
tion long enough to permit a jejunal ulcer to form. It 
is established that a Pig jejunal ulcer’ may make its 
appearance six months after gastro-jejunostomy, or be 
delayed ten years. 

Some surgeons attribute these secondary ulcers to 
faults of technique, or a method of suture different from 
that employed by the surgeon who criticizes the report ; 
or the suture fails to completely control the bleeding 
from the cut edges of the gastric or the jejunal mucous 
membrane, and a haematoma forms. 

There is very little evidence available for the incrimin- 
ation of silk or linen th } persistent sutures have 
rarely been associated with secondary ulcers of the 
jejunum. 

INDIRECT OPERATIONS ON THE VISCERA. 


Few things are more remarkable in the history of 
surgery during the last quarter of the nineteenth cen- 
tury than the origin and development of operations en 
the viscera. This advance was the outcome of two dis- 
coveries—anaesthesia and antisepsis. Surgical boldness 
and dexterity have always been available: after the 
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discovery of anaesthesia surgical rashness knew no 
bounds, but sepsis curbed it. Since the detection of the 
cause of sepsis, and the discovery of means for pre- 
venting it, surgical enterprise has been safeguarded. 

In dealing with the viscera surgeons advanced tenta- 
tively. The effects of the removal of a particular viscus, 
or even a portion of it, on the physical efficiency of the 
individual were unknown. The internal reproductive 
organs of women were regarded with almost fetish rever- 
ence. Instead of removing the uterus when occupied by 
fibroids, surgeons removed the ovaries with the Lape of 
establishing an artificial menopause and inducing the 
fibroids to shrink. Gradually men realised that the 
ovaries are the dominant organs of sexual life. So with 
the prostrate. Ignorant that a big ag so could be 
enucleated, surgeons, actuated by false ideas as to the 
effects which followed removal of the ovaries, excised 
the testicles, or divided the vasa deferentia, with the 
a of causing the prostrate to atrophy. 

n the case of the intestinal tract surgeons were con- 
tent to make an artificial anus in order to relieve ob- 
struction caused by cancer of the colon or of the anus. 
In 1881, ant, in the course of making an artificial 
anus, stumbled on a cancerous constriction, and the 
— ended as an impromptu colectomy. Since 

t event resection of the bowel and short-circuiting 
- reduced colostomy to the position of an operation 

espair. 

The class of operations just considered may be called 
. indirect operations—they may relieve the patient but 
do not remove the disease. To this class gastro-jejunos- 
tomy for the relief of duodenal ulcer may be added. 

It is admitted that the most favourable conditions for 
gastro-jejunostomy are a pylorus blocked by an inflam- 
matory mass, and a stomach with muscular tissue suffi- 
ciently vigorous to propel the chyme through the new 
stoma. A dilated stomach with an unobstructed pylorus 
is so unfavourable for gastro ge ene | that surgeons 
are at their wits’ end to devise means fo 
pylorus, not only to compel the chyme to take the new 
route, but also to hinder an effiux of bile through it into 
the stomach. With an unobstructed pylorus gastro- 
jejunostomy cannot be relied on to cure a chronic duo- 
denal ulcer, and as it exposes patients to the discomforts 
and risks of regurgitant vomiting and jejunal ulcers, I 
have gradually abandoned it as a routine method and 
—_— to excise the pylorus and the segment of duo- 

um containing the ulcer.” 

“Tt is difficult to describe with certainty the functions 
of the pylorus. That it delays the efflux of chyme can- 
not be denied, but the rapidity with which a foreign 
body is discharged from the stomach into the intestine 
indicates that its controlling influence is by no means 
great. Smooth foreign bodies under one inch in dia- 
a wo when swallowed are soon propelled through the 
pylorus. 

In the course of operations the normal pylorus, when 

, is usually firmly contracted. A few min- 
utes later it dilates, and except for the vein that marks 
the boundary between the stomach and the duodenum, 
the pyloric sphincter is not easily seen. When the 
pylorus is excised it usually admits the index finger 
easily, but after the parts have been immersed in pre- 
servative agp such as a mixture of alcohol and water 
er formalin solution, they contract and the orifice is 
quite small. 

The examination of museum gives a false 
idea of. the size of the pylorus and also of its functions. 
I believe the pylorus is extremely sensitive. Like the 
buccal and anal sphincters, it gives no indication of its 
existence unless chapped or ulcerated. A chapped lip 
makes feeding painful ; an ulcer near the pylorus makes 
— an ordeal; and an ulcer at the anus makes 
on a daily terror 


The common form of dilated stomach—nicknamed 


r closing the | ass 


splashy stomach—which was mainly res ible for 
ane routine gastro-jejunostomy into disrepute, is 
worth some attention. lieve it is caused in some 
cases by spasmodic closure of the pylorus. Just as the 
small painful ulcer, or fissure, of the anus leads to 
irritative action of the anal sphincter, often ending in 
dilatation of the rectum and the pelvic colon, 80 re- 
peated spasmodic contraction of the pyloric sphincter 
will produce dilatation of the stomach. Convinced of 
this correlation of events, I have excised the pylorus in 
such with good consequences, but on the whole 
the conditions which give the best results to this mode 
of treatment are those in which there is a gross lesion at 
the pylorus. 

Excision of the pylorus cannot be regarded as a serious 
physiological loss. Removal of the pyloric half of the 
stomach or of the whole stomach does not interfere with 
the nutrition of the body. I removed the stomach from 
a woman, aged 35. for cancer. She survived the opera- 
tion three and a half years. A year after the operation 
she reported herself, and at that time was in excellent 
health. She complained that she could not eat so big a 
meal as her husband, but she made up the difference 
‘eating two meals to his one.’ 

It is surmised that the pyloric sphincter hinders the 

ae escape of undigested food into the duodenum. 

t has also been suggested that spasmodic closure of the 
pylorus, originating reflexly from the ileum, is pro- 
tective a overloading the small intestine with in- 
sufficiently digested food. This is amusing, for the idea 
ae the existence of mentality in bowels, a 

unction usually regarded as the exclusive property of 
the cerebrum. Keith’s observations on the islets of 
ganglionic nerve tissue in the walls of the intestine sug- 
gest that thoughts may arise in a man’s bowels as we 
as impulses suggesting ideas ; indeed, Menenius Agrip- 
- famous fable of the Belly and the Members ma 

ave more foundation in fact than the retort of Balaam’s 


_ Summary. Since the treatment of duodenal ulcera- 
tion passed into the province of-surgery it has become 
the routine practice to perform gastro-jejunostomy for 
its relief, in the hope that, by diverting the chyme 
through the new stoma into the jejunum, the ulcer will 
heal. If the pylorus is obstrueted by the ulcer the 
results are usually good, because the chyme must flow 
through the new stoma, but when the pylorus is patent 
the chyme flows through it, and in some instances 
ignores the new route. This is not imagination, for the 
efflux can be watched with the aid of an opaque 
and x rays. I believe it is better, whenever practicable, 
to excise the pore with the ulcerated portion of the 
duodenum and rejoin the stomach and duodenum on 
the principle of an end-to-end anastomosis. If thi 
method could be made safe, gastro-jejunostomy for the 
relief of chronic duodenal ulcer with an wnodstructed 
pylorus would soon be abandoned. 
Experience proves that posterior 
with an obstructed pylorus is a bene 


cent operation, in 
spite of the risk the patient runs of getting a new ulcer 
for an old one. The new ulcer has been evolved during 
this generation by alterations in the environment of the 
jejunum brought about by surgery.” 


Ata county meeting held at Dorchester recently, to 
consider the question of light horse breeding, it was 
elicited that there was a very strong and unanimous 
feeling that, unless the Government prohibited the ex- 
portation of mares to foreign countries, say for a period 
of from three to five years, the future of light horse 
breeding would be seriously imperilled, and that the 
matter requires urgent attention in view of the demands 


which will arise from the effects of the war. 
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The Prince of Wales and the Shire 
Horse Society. 


It was announced by Lord Northbourne, the retiring 
a at the annual meeting of the Shire Horse 
iety, held at the Ro icultural Hall, Islington, 

on Thursday, Feb. 24, that the Prince of Wales had con- 
sented to become president-elect of the society for the 
ensuing year and president in the year 1917. The 
announcement was received with the heartiest satis- 


faction. 

His Royal Highness has also become a member of the 
National Pony iety, and is taking an active interest 
in the improvement of native ponies, particularly in the 
Dartmoor breed. Visitors to the National Pony Society 
Show at the Agricultural Hall on Thursday, March 2, 
will see a group of his ponies competing with those 
from other pony districts in England and Wales. 

In his speech at the meeting Lord Northbourne 
referred to the satisfactory council “yoo upon the 
pn during the past year, the loss the society 

sustained by the death of Lord Rothschild and 
= L. Salomons, and the excellence of the present 


Mr. E. Goodwin Preece moved a resolution to the 
effect that additional measures should be adopted for 
making better known abroad the merits of the breed 
with a view to ensuring a share of the trade for heavy 
horses that is expec to follow the restoratien of 
_— to —— the depleted studs of the United 

tates and Canada, as well as in Russia, Belgium, and 
France. Mr. Farnsworth seconded the resolution, which 
was adopted. 


An auction sale of stallions was the principal event in 
proceedings yesterday at the show. e top price 
was 1,600 guineas, given by Mr. F. Farnsworth for 
Mr. Fernihough’s second prize four-year-old, Forage 
Conqueror. This is the highest price ever made at 
sales.— 7'he Times. 


Injections of Permanganate of Potash in 
Albuminuria. 


Dr. F. V. Davison writing from Minas de Coriabo, 
Uruguay, to The Lancet of Feb. 19, says :— 


“During the last twelve months I have seen one 
case of uremia and three of albuminuria with general 
dropsy successfully treated with hypodermic injections 
of permanganate of potash. The case of uremia, a 
negro boy 12 years old, was accompanied by convul- 
sions complete suppression of urine for over thirty 
hours. The medical man in attendance, seeing no im- 
provement after a variety of treatment, asa last resource 
gave the patient an injection of 1 c.c, of a 1 per cent. 
solution of permanganate. In a few hours the patient 
commenced passing urine freely, the convulsions ceased, 
and in a fortnight the boy wee wry nd well. 

A few weeks later I was called in to see a boy of 10 
who had been ill for two months with albuminuria ani 
= dropsy. On the third day after my first visit 

e passed 50 mes of urine in 24 hours. On boilinga 
sample of this urine the lower part of the test-tube became 

with a solid mass of albumin. I then gave him, in 

the arm, a hypodermic injection of 10 drops of a half per 
24 hours he 1500 grammes of urine ; on boiling a 
sample there was absolutely no trace of albumin. The 
case gore over a month —_ a Lg The albumin 
n e its appearance, but wi ree more injec- 
‘ons of permanganate the dropsy completely disap- 


re is usually some local pain in the site of the in- 
jection, but this disappears on the application of hot 
omentations. As a rule, there isa temporary rise of 
temperature lasting for a day or two. 

Might it not be worth while trying in cases of wounds 
in the trenches an injection of 1 c.c. of a 1 per cent. sol- 
ution of permanganate as near the wound as possible 
and as.soon as convenient, in the hope that the oxygen 
set free may act as a germicide ?” 


poeedl, bogs quite well, and has continued so for over 
t 


The Glasgow Veterinary College 
(Incorporated). 


A meeting of the Governors was held in the Secre- 
tary’s Chambers, Gl w, on Wednesday, 9th Febru- 
ary. Present :—Sir Hugh Shaw Stewart, Bart. (in the 
chair) ; Sir David C. M‘Vail, Principal W. G. R. Pater- 
son, Prof. Glaister, Dr. Scanlan, and Messrs. Hugh 
Begg, Walter W. Blackie, Walter C. B. Christie, James 
Johnstone, J. Campbell Murray, Alex. Park, Horatio 
R. B. Peile, John Pollock, Peter Reid, John Wilson, D.L. 
and Mr. Alex. Russell (secretary). Apologies for 
absence were intimated from Messrs. James Rodger and 
William Strang. 

A report was submitted by Mr Peter Reid on the 
subject of sheep diseases. On the motion of Professor 
Glaister, seconded by Mr. Reid, it was unanimously 
agreed to receive the — and a sub-committee, con- 
sisting of Sir. Hugh Shaw Stewart (chairman), Prof. 
Glaister (vice-chairman), Principal Paterson, and 
Messrs. Begg and Reid, was appointed to consider 
whether there is any source from which a grant for 
research work in this connection can be obtained at 
present. 

It was reported that instructions had been issued to 
recruiting officers that bona-fide students of any recog- 
nised Veterinary College, who have been attested and 

to the Army Reserve, and who are now in their 
third or fourth years of study, are not to be called up for 
military service with their groups until they have com- 
pleted their course of instruction. _ 

The results of the recent examination for the diploma 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons were sub- 
mitted and considered highly satistactory. 

It was reported that Mr. Alan Burns of Cumber- 
nauld, had been reappointed representative from 

trang, from the Glasgow — tural Society, on 
Board of Governors of the College. 

It was further reported that, as instructed at last 
meeting, the Roll of Honour and the gift made by the 
secretary to the Governors at the last meeting had been 
hung at the College. 


Qualifications of a Woman Farmer. 


“She should be capable of driving a binder for an 
hour or so in harvest time, while the waggoner gets his 
lunch, dinner, and tea, to save precious time that would 
otherwise be wasted by the horses standing idle. She 
must be able to mow tares for the pigs, go fencing, turn 
the turnip cutter, dig out lambs when snowed up; in 
fact, lend a hand anywhere. She will also see that the 
horses and beasts have their medicines at the right time 
when ill, and their — gruels, mash, etc., properly 
made.”— Farm and Home. 

[Rough on the horses ?] 
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PARLIAMENTARY. 
In the House of Lords on Thursday, Feb. 24th. 


Foot-anp-Mouts 


The Eart of SELBORNE, to a question by Lord 
Strachie, said that the outb: of foot-and-mouth 
disease on the farm of the Somerset County Lunatic 
Asylum at Wells was the second outbreak in Somerset 
within the last few months. The illness was first ob- 
served among a lot of nine cows affected on February 
and spread to the cattle at the home farm premises, an 
entailed the slaughter of one bull, 19 cows, 10 calves, 
and 30 fat pigs there, as well as of some other animals 
which had run danger of infection. No further report 
of suspected disease had been received and no further 
- outbreak had been confirmed in Somerset. If no other 
outbreak occurred it was proposed further to modify 
the restrictions. No origin could be assigned for the 
outbreak on the asylum premises. 


THE CALF-SLAUGHTERING ORDER. 


Lorp STRACHIE asked the President of the Board of 
Agriculture whether his attention had been drawn to 
the fact that the Calf-slaughtering Order had been to 
the detriment of the producer and the consumer owing 
to the minimum price being too low. He said that 
farmers believed that the effect of the minimum price 
. was to make a ring of the butchers to whom the calves 
were always knocked down at 30s. If that price could 
be raised it would be an advantage all round. 

The Eart of SELBORNE said that the only velume of 
protest against the Order which had reached the Board 
of Agriculture had come from the south-western and 
north-western a! districts, where it had been disliked 
by the farmers. e objects of the Order were to pre- 
vent the slaughter of cows and sows that were pregnant, 
to restrict the slaughter of calves under six months so 
as to increase the store stock of the country, and to 
restrict the production of prime veal toa minimum. He 
had instituted inquiries, and local authorities had re- 
ported that evasion of the Order was the exception and 
that on the whole it was being observed. In the judg- 
ment of the 200 honorary correspondents of the Board 
the Order had effected its purpose and had done great 
good to agriculture. The Agricultural Consultative 
Committee were now unanimously of opinion that the 
aed had had an excellent effect and should be main- 


It was impossible for him to consider seriously any 
suggestion for the repeal of the Order, but he was always 
open to consider suggestions for amendment put for- 
ward reasonably. It was alleged by farmers that but- 
chers were making a ring and only offering 30s. for 
calves whatever their true value might be. If the far- 
mer wanted a cow to rear — did he not go and outbid 
the butcher, or why did not the breeder of a good calf 
keep it 14 days and then send it to a market where 
there were plenty of farmers who would buy at a good 
price? The cure for the evil was not to be found in 
altering the maximum price, byt in better organisation 
by the farmers themselves for the disposal of gh jm 

e would, however, consider the point which had been 


Anglo-Franco-Belgian Veterinary Relief Fund. 
The following additional donations are reported :— 
Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland £10 0 0 
Midland ‘Gonntien Vety. Medical Association 1010 0 
Previously reported 81 7 0 


Total £101 17 0 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


War Orrice, Lonpon, 8.W. 
Extracts from London Gazette, 


War Orrice, WHITEHALL, Feb, 24. 


Forces. Army VETERINARY Corps. 


Temp. Lieut. H. G. Bowes to be temp. Capt. whilst 
holding a special appointment (Jan. 17). 
Temp. Li be temp. Capts. :—L. Littler (Feb 10) 
‘emp. Lieuts. to be tem i eb. 
W's. Thompson (Feb. 19) S. E. Robson, R. N. M. 
Williams, R. J. Hall (Feb. 15); G. W. Roberts, T. C. 
Howatson (Feb. 16). 
Feb. 26. 


To be temp. Lieut. :—P. S. Howard, F.R.c.v.s. (Feb. 15). 


Feb. 28. 
Temp. Lieut. C. W. Baker relinquishes commn. on ter- 
mination of his engagement (Feb. 19). 


TERRITORIAL Force. ARMY VETERINARY CorRPs. 
Feb. 24. 
Capt. to be temp. Major :—P. J. Simpson (Feb. 25). 
Lieut. E. Child relinquishes commn. on account of ill- 
health (Feb. 25). 
Feb. 26. 


Lts. to be Capts. :—D. Weir, Temp. Capt. R. E. Ri 
D. R. Chatterley, and to remain ee Temp. Capt. M. T. 
Sadler, J. H. Thompson, J. Blakeway, A. G. Saunders, 
Temp. Capt. J.C.S. Powell, R. M. Auiton, L. W. Wyna 
Lloyd, Temp. Capt. C. R. Chadwick, A.C. Duncan, 
F.R.c.V,8., W. Lornie, A. F. Castle, r.z.c.v.s., P. R. O. 
Thrale, E. 8. Martin, ‘J. G. McGregor,  F. E Heath, 
W. D. Jordan, J. H. Wright, F. W. C. Drinkwater, 
W. D. Williams, Temp. Capt. PS. Morgan, C. W. Cart- 
wright, T. Thomson, R. W. Williams, J. H. Jones, 
R. H. H. Over, E. Berry, V. P. Jones, G. E. Henson, 
J. Y. Bogue, V. A. Bartrum, R. B. Palmer, J. R. McCall, 
D. R. Crabb, T. Bagshaw, Temp. Capt. A. J. Hines, 
T. A. B. Cocksedge, F. J. Moon, A. Robb (jun.), W. G. 
Thomson, Temp. Capt. A. R. Routledge, J. A. Shaw. 
Lts. to be Capts. :—G. W. Bloxsome (Aug. 6); H. H. 
Lord (Aug. 7); F. B. Ditmas (Aug. 8); J. Facer, W. 
Aitkin (Aug. 9); P. 8. Thierry (Aug. 10); A. Adams, 
J. R Crane (Aug. 20); J. Sheffield, Temp: Capt. F. 
Hopkin, H.C. Taylor(Aug. 21); D. H. Rylands, J. A. G. 
— J. Southall (Aug. 23); C. Taylor 7 on 26) ; 
L. A. F. Dawson (Aug. 27); H. Sumner, H. McD. Paul 
(Ang. 30); W. T. Olver (Aug.31); A. J. t. 1); 
. C. Gaunt (Sept. 2) ; J. Cameron (Sept. AE J Sar 
nt, C. W. Townsend, R. L. Armour, H. Newton, B. J. 
od A. Mackenzie (Sept. 6); B. H. Benson (Sept. 7) ; 
F. B. Greer (Sept. 10); G. G. Sooby 
W. F. Wilson (Sept. 13); R. Bryden Sept. 15): A. S. 


‘ownson (Sept. 26) ; 
(Oct. 1); J 


18 ) 

iy W. Clarke (Oct. 28); J. A. Craft (Oct. 30); W. H: 
Brown (Nov. 2) ; R. Simpson, T. Craig (Nov. 7); E. J. 
Laine (Nov. 13): J R. Green ew. 16) ; 8. G. Howard 


Nov. 30) Capt. J. Bell (Nov. 98); O 
(Nov. 28); Woodesck (Nov. 99); 


| 
a 
q 
|Chisholm, K. UC. Matthews (Sept. 20); A. H. Watson i 
| (Sept. 23); J. Cunningham, C. Holland pet, 24) W.H. a 
E. E. C. Maclachlan, J. W. H. D. i 
7 - Donaldson, J. F. Player (Oct. 5 4 
; W. F. Garside (Oct. 4); H. D. 
Sparrow (Oct. 6) ; J. F. Taylor (Oct. 8); A. H. Leyland, ‘ 
J. C. Storie, W. L. Sheffield (Oct. 11) ; 'F. Bradley (Oct. f 
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Fe 
Heath, E. 

The President of the French Republic has bestowed 
the “Medaille Militaire” on the following, in recognition 
of distinguished service during the campaign :— 


Staff Sgt. (temp. Sgt.-Maj.) A.J. Warburton, 72. 


from Oversea :— T. P. Hutchins, 


Deaths 
S/E 429. W. Luke, 11462, accidentally killed in Egypt. 


Donations to R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow- 
ing donations for 1916 to the College funds :— 

Mr. Mark Tailby, Birmingham 

Mr, H. H. Truman, March, Cambs. 

Mr. A. P. Burgon, Haverhill, Suffolk 
Amount previously acknowledged 


of Veterinary 


OBITUARY 
Gray.—On Feb. 29, Catherine Victoria Hastings 
(“Queenie”), eldest daughter of Henry Gray, M.R.C.v.S., 
and Lavinia Grace Gray, 23 Upper Phillimore Place, 
Kensington, W., in her 23rd year. Memorial Service at 
St. George’s Church, Campden Hill, W., at 11 a.m., and 


Interment at Putney Vale Cemetery, on Saturday, | Pr® 


March 4th, at 12.30. 


VOLUNTARY SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE R.C.V.S. 


- Dear Sir,—I would like, without borrowing the words, to 
say, ‘‘ your remarks on the above are timely and to the 
int.’’ 


T cannot enter into the controversy as to whether a 
inea or half-a-guinea should be the sum adopted. I do 
now this, that there is no hope of voluntary subscriptions 
to the funds ef the College on the whole. There are so 
many who will shelter themselves under the panoply of the 
College without for one moment making any attempt to 
save their Alma Mater. 

I should be prepared to vote against any proposal of 
economy which would impair the efficiency of our examina- 
tions, but must, however, await a further discussion by our 
Emergency Committee. 

My special point at the present time is this: We havea 
Treasurer who has had the confidences of the Council for 
some He says we cannot carry on our work without 
a voluntary subscription of £1 1s. a year from all the 
members until our new Bill is 4 

War has intervened since the Bill was ul > 

Let us subdue all our private squabbles, and keep the 
old show going, and come and pay our whack. 

I deplore the fact that few of the members of the Council 
have followed the lead of the Treasurer. 

I admit that I have sent my guinea because the need was 
shown, but mally I believe in compulsion and not 
voluntary effort. I also deplore the fact that more 


members do not help, and beg that non-de-plumes be not 
used. In the last list I observed the initials F.R.C.V.8. 
Is he ashamed he has the money te pay—or does he desire 


W. 
Southtown, Great Yarmouth, Feb. 24. 


.| to deter others ?—Very faithfully yours, 


My sincere apologies are due to Messrs. W. Shipley and 
J. 8. Price from the fact that their names were overlooked 
in the list of subscribers. 

Technically ‘‘Com. Southton’’ is right, but I adhere to 
the opinion that the Treasurer acted wisely ‘‘ in locking the 
door before the horse was stolen.’’ 

Apparently Mr. Mayall is quibbling as to the necessity of 
appealing for funds. Methinks if the entire Council sub- 
scribed to the 7'reasurer’s appeal, the result would be more 
satisfactory than their appeal to the profession ; and much 
as I would regret to see the R.C.V.5. become bankrapt— 
to my mind it would be preferable—rather than putting 
into force the retrograde proposals of the Council.— Yours 
truly, 


State Horse Breeding. 


The following extract is taken, almost in full, from 
an article by “ Hotspur” in Zhe Daily Telegraph. We 
have previously reprinted several extracts from the same 
source, but the subject is of so great importance nation- 
ally, and of such material interest to the profession that 
it merits full consideration. 


To-day (Feb. 29) at the Royal Agricultural H. 
Islington, there will be held the annual show 
thoroughbred stallions for King’s premiums and super- 
premiums, offered on behalf of the State by the Board 
of Agriculture and Fisheries. Each King’s premium is 
of the approximate value of £326, the twelve super- 
miums for stallions of exceptional merit being worth 
in addition £100 each. The total prize money repre- 
sents a little over £20,000. It is the extent of the 
Government’s aid in the encouragement of horse-breed- 
ing. Before another year has passed, however, we ma 
be told of a largely ougmentes grant of money, for it is 
not long since that Parliament was presented with a 
striking report from Lord Middleton’s Committee, which 
was appointed to “consider and advise what steps should 
be taken in England and Wales to secure an adequate 
supply of horses suitable for military purposes.” 

ixty premiums are being offered to-day. The com- 
mittee, among its recommendations, urged that 150 
should be given by progressive stages, and one recalls 
that in July last Lord Kitchener, in the course of a 
letter to Lord Selborne, said: “I hope, therefore, that 
= will do your utmost to secure the approval of the 
reasury to the adoption of some scheme of State-aid. 
The question is one of military importance, and it is 
essential that it should be dealt with on large and com- 
hensive lines, and at the earliest ible date.” I 
ave good reason for stating that nothing has yet been 
done to carry out this committee’s proposals, for the 
simple reason that no funds have been placed at the 
disposal of the Board of Agriculture. The National 
Stud at Tully is being carried on under the direction of 
Capt. H. Greer, senior Steward of the Jockey Club, but 
its practical usefulness will be nil unless it be madea 
detail of some importance in a general and comprehen- 
sive scheme, so framed that it may arrest the alarming 
decline of light horse-breeding for war purposes in this 

country. 

CoNTINENTAL Poticy. 


Prior to the outbreak of the war, all the military 
nations of Europe paid the greatest possible attention 
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W. P.S. 2); H. A. Thorne (Jan. 3); W. G. 
Darling (Jan. 6) ; J. Daly (Jan, 14); D. Keir, G. Atkinso 
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to horse-breeding for war puspeoe, in order that the 
demands of actual war-time should be no greater than 
those of peace-time. They bought our thoroughbred 
sires and for years drained the United Kingdom of 
mares. It was the aim of those countries—France, 
Germany, and Austria—that a sudden call to arms 
should not make it n for horses to be forth- 
coming other than from within their own respective 
frontiers. The war footing was to be neither more nor 
less than the peace footi Could we have foreseen 
that the day would come when we should be maintain- 
ing armies of anything from one to two millions in the 
different theatres of war, and have t reserves in 
training at home, we should doubtless have had in oper- 
ation an infinitely more extensive scheme of State 
horse-breeding than that which was in existence at the 
outbreak of war, and which, indeed, is still in existence 
with no immediate prospect of satisfactory enlargement. 
The committee to which [ have referred went to the ex- 
tent of saying that the encouragement of horse-breeding 
should be yp as a permanent activity of the 
State. It will admitted that matters might have 
been much worse but for the comparative eclipse of the 
cavalry arm by the new conditions of modern warfare. 


Tue System IN FRANCE. 


For the simple explanation of what the system is, or 
. was in France just before the outbreak of war, I am 
indebted to some strikingly interesting and lucid notes 
compiled during a brief visit to France in April, 191 
by the British Director of Remounts (Major-Gene 
Sir W. H. Birkbeck), who has been responsible for the 
organisation by which the British Armies, and in some 
measure the armies of our Allies abroad, have been 
equipped with horses and mules from the United King- 
dom, certain of our Colonies, and America. Those 
notes, first issued in brochure form, have now been in- 
cluded in the latest volume of the Hunter Improvement 
Seciety’s Stud Book. 

We are told that “the breeding of horses of all kinds 
is directed by a most efficient branch of the Minister of 
Agriculture, ‘staffed by highly-trained professional en- 
thusiasts. Their avowed aim is to guide production 
along sound lines, which shall provide for the require- 
ments of the agricultural population the horses best 
suited to the soil and the most profitable to breed, but 
without losing sight of the essential object of the whole 
organisation, 7.c., that herses used in civil life shall be of 
a type suitable for the supply of the Army’s require- 
ments for war.” 

There is the ideal of French remount activity—to 
adapt the horse necessary for war purposes to the needs 
of civil requirements. Thus the actual breeder is 
brought into first-hand contact with the Kemount 
Department, while the Minister of Agriculture has the 
advantage in shaping his equine policy on the advice of 
a joint council of the Horse Breeding Department and 
Remount officials, which includes, further, the most 

inent civilian breeders of horses of various types. 
have no knowledge of any such body ever having been 
in existence in England: rather has there been decen- 
tralisation of interests and consequent lack of a co- 
hesive policy. It would seem that in France the system 
of State-aid for horse-breeding was established as far 
back as 1639, and continued with only one break to the 
present day. In 1914 there were six circles (each pre- 
sided over by an inspector-general), twenty-five direc- 
tors, and forty-five sub-directors and superintendents, 
with @ corps of attendants of various called 
reniers.” 


Palfreniers. 

General Birkbeck explains that within the circles are 
twenty-five stallion depots containing 3,450 stallion 
representing 545 thoroughbreds (Arab, Anglo-Arab, an 
English), 2,175 half-breds (Anglo-Normans and a few 


roadsters), and 730 t horses (Percherons, Arden- 
nais, and Boulonnais). ese depots serve 756 stations. 
In addition to the 3,500 sires maintained by the State 
for service at nominal fees, there are three classes of 
privately-owned stallions standing for public service. 
A few years ago their number was 8,140, the classes 
being approved stallions (1,736), authorised stallions, 
and accepted stallions. 

It is shown how the provision of brood mares is not 
neglected. Nothing in a national sense is done for the 
brood mare in this country. In France the State ~~ 
handsome premiums for mares with foal at foot and for 
young brood mares which it was desired to devote to the 
stud. Permanent premiums for a certain number of 
years were given to the owners of these young mares, 
conditional on their appearance at subsequent shows a 
certain number of times with foal at foot by a State 


stallion. 

The methods of the nel of the Remount Depart- 
ment are sketched, and it is made perfectly clear that it 
is the business of the State to get into direct touch with 
breeders and offer every possible assistance in the form 
of advice and instruction. The only real national stud 
in France is at Pompadour, where at the time of the 
Director’s visit there were maintained fifty brood mares 
of pure English thoroughbred, pure Arab, and Anglo- 
Arab strains. There were also 100 stallions for the 
surrounding district as well as for the Pompadour 
mares, but it will interest Irish breeders to know that 
all French remount officers confessed they could not 
breed the bone and substance that Ireland produces. 


REVENUE. 


How is it all done in a financial sense? General 
Birkbeck replies that the revenue is derived from 
racing—“ from the pari-mutuel or totalisator, which so 
largely supplants the bookmaker on French race- 
courses, and which pays a percentage to the State. 
Racing in France is thus compelled to fulfil its duty to 
the State, ¢.e., the improvement of the national b of 
horses.” “In short, those responsible for the government 
of the French Turf seem to hamper regard tothe national 
aspect of racing than do similar authorities in England.” 
Ihave however,always understood that theStatein France 
took no profit frem the pari-mutuel, but th its 
Minister of Agriculture a license was granted, without 
charge, to any approved race society that wishes to have 
the pari-mutuel on its racecourse. The Race Society is 
allowed to deduct 8 per cent. and to retain 4 per cent. 
for working expenses ; 3 per cent. must be devoted to 
charities, yd a cent. is given in the form of pre- 
miums to breeders of winners. General Birkbeck’s 

inted allusion to the direct connection which existed 

fore the war between racing in France and State 
horse-breeding seems to bring the time nearer when the 
i-mutuel may establish itself on English racecourses. 
here are more unlikely things than that the war, 
with the strain it must impose on institutions, may 
bring about a State recognition of racing such as 
seemed wholly impossible in those other days of peace. 


Tae Crux. 

General Birkbeck specially emphasises the fact that 
the whole remount system in France, is, or was, 
upon the direct purchase of horses bred in France, and 
that prices had been raised £10 in 1913 and 1914. 
Moreover, horses are paid for at three years of age. 
Herein lies the real trouble as it affects this country. 
Hitherto the Government have refused to take ani 
at three years of from the breeder, and no matter 
how many State sires at nominal fees, may be placed 
at his disposal, he will still be unable to breed horses on 
a profitable basis unless the War Office will take the 
three-year-old at the remount price. Changes must be 
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introduced without delay, or the situation will go from 
bad to worse. ; 

[The Totalisator has been successfully adopted in the 
Australian Commonwealth under somewhat similar 
conditions. Is there any reason, beyond the national 
fault of the ia ary t it should not be adopted in 
Britain and without delay !- Ed. V. 2.} 


Veterinary Inspection by the Clydesdale 
Society. 

The arrangement between the Council of the Society 
and the Council of the Glasgow Agricultural Societ, 
reacting the veterinary examination of Clydesdale 
stallions at the Glasgow Spring Stallion Show of 1915. 
worked smoothly and pleasantly. On account of the 
lamented death of Principal McCall, Mr. Andrew Robb, 
senr., F.R.C.V.8., Glasgow, has been spounted chief 
inspector and umpire, and Messrs. W. F. Houston 
M.R.C.V.S., Paisley (nominated by the Glasgow Society} 
and W. Forbes, M.8.C.v.s., Kilmarnock (nomina 
by the Society), have been appointed as his colleagues 
for the show of 1916. The Cawdor Cup for stallions 
will, as usual, be competed for there. In connection 
with this subject of veterinary examination of stallions, 
it may be worthy of remark that the register of the 
Board of Agriculture for Scotland for 1914-1915 con- 
tained the names of no fewer than 441 Clydesdale stal- 
lions which had passed the Board’s veterinary examina- 
tion, and were serving mares in Scotland during 1915 ; 
while the corresponding register of the Board of Agri- 
culture and Fisheries contained the names of 88 Clydes- 
dale stallions which were serving in England. 


Mortality at the Zoo. 


There was a considerable reduction last year in the 
death-rate at the Zoological Gardens. Prof. H. G. 
Plimmer, in his report of the deaths which had taken 
poe during 1915, presented to a rap, Sa the Zoo- 
ogical Society last night, said the num were :— 
Mammals, 280; birds, 706; and reptiles, 179—repre- 
senting respectively 21 per cent., 27 per cent., and 
29 per cent. of the total there, including new arrivals 
during the year. If, however, they took only the figures 
for the occupants of the Gardens since the beginning of 
the year, which was the best test, the percen in 
the three groups were reduced to 18, 15, and 14. Apart 
from the new arrivals during the year, the cases of 
infectious disease had been very few. 

Deaths from tuberculosis had decreased ry con- 
siderably. Among mammals the number been 
reduced from 59 last to six, and among birds there was 
a reduction of 50 per cent. He believed spitting by 
visitors in the Gardens was the main cause of the 
disease. If they could prevent anrnrneana ne have 
proper quarantine, he saw no reason why the disease 
should not be stamped out. There had only been two 
cases in the reptile house. One was that of a crocodile, 
the first recorded of its kind. 

There had been two cases of cancer. One was that of 
a wolf whose mother had died from cancer, while the 
son of the wolf which died last P gel had — got 
the disease in the same place—the neck. a irds 
had died from fatty degeneration of the liver through 
naan, The difficulty in their case was that if they 
were not fed they died of starvation. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF KETURNS. 


Foot- 
Anthrax | and-Mouth | Glanders.+ —: Swine Fever. 
Out- | Ani- Out- | Ani- 18h 
Period. mals.| Out- | Ani- mals. | | ADdi- | Scab. | Out- 
(a) (a) (b) (b) (d) (a) 
Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended Feb. 26] 15 | 18 1! 6, 58| 109] 5S} 97 | 282 
1915... 14 | 1| 2 t 5| 67 | 246 
| | 4 | 27 | 1| 5] 70] 190] 14] @4 | 729 
1913 ...| 16 | 17 1] 59] 1392) 35 | 3841 
Total for 9 weeks, 1916 117 |128 | 1 | 24 | 18) 44} 787| 1998] 182] 704 | 2166 
1915... | | 195 7| uit t 107} 691 | 2987 
| 1914 | 180 | 5 | 47] 749| i418] 116] 487 | 4515 
1913 | 119_| 188 31; 110] 748| 1636} 302 | 3477 


t The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 27th March, 1915, inclusive. 


(a) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Feb. 29, 1916 


t Counties affected, animals attacked :—Kent 1, London 4, 


York, West Riding 1. 


IRELAND. Week ended Feb. 26 1 18 5 20 
1915 ... 2 10 6 49 
Corresponding Week in { 1914 ... 2 18 5 15 
1918... 1 6 1 18 
Total for 9 weeks, 1916 ~ 5 18 142 36 105 

Correspending period in 1914... | ... |... aa 25 218 34 
64 | 167 35 179 


Exposed to Infection 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instructicn for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Feb. 28, 1916. 
Nerz.—The i * As diseased or 


the Current Year are approximate only. 
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